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27th year as a teacher in Jefferson City. Cur-
rently, she is a third grade teacher at West El-
ementary School in Jefferson City. 

Last spring, Mrs. Eisinger was chosen from 
more than 100 applications as the Jefferson 
City District’s Teacher of the Year. Then, out 
of a group of six teachers competing for the 
State honor, she was chosen as the Missouri 
Teacher of the Year. As Missouri’s Teacher of 
the Year, Mrs. Eisinger automatically will be 
entered in the National Teacher of the Year 
Competition. 

Mr. Speaker, once again, I wish to extend 
my congratulations to Mrs. Linda Eisinger. It is 
with great pride that I honor her for being 
named the Missouri Teacher of the Year.
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OXI DAY SPEECH 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, October 5, 2004

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to join 
the Hellenic-Americans and Philhellenes in my 
district and throughout the country in cele-
brating ‘‘OXI Day (No Day),’’ which falls on the 
28th of October. This year marks the 64th an-
niversary of a very important day in Hellenic 
history, the day on which brave Greek patriots 
said ‘‘No’’ to fascism, ‘‘No’’ to injustice, and 
‘‘No’’ to slavery. 

For those individuals who lived through that 
momentous period and their descendants, 
many of whom live in the 14th Congressional 
District of New York, ‘‘OXI Day’’ is more than 
a memory: It is the embodiment of Hellenism 
and its highest ideals. 

On October 28, 1940, a terrifying sound 
went up throughout all Greek cities and towns, 
the sound of sirens and klaxons announcing 
the invasion of Greece by the Nazis. Walls 
that before had echoed only with the tolling of 
church bells now reverberated with the din of 
alarms. 

At a time when Europe was descending into 
the inferno of another world war, the people of 
Greece did not panic. Men went calmly to their 
closets and retrieved their military uniforms 
and weapons. Women went about their nec-
essary tasks, and the children assisted as 
they were able. With level-headed determina-
tion and steadfast resolve, the citizenry of 
Greece mobilized against the coming invaders 
and delivered their resounding ‘‘No!’’ to the 
Axis aggressors. 

On OXI Day, the people of Greece chose 
the harder path, the path of resistance. If they 
had opened their gates to the invaders, much 
bloodshed and many deprivations might have 
been avoided. That brave generation of Hel-
lenes, refused to submit to oppression, even 
at the cost of their homes, their land, and their 
lives. They chose to fight and even to die so 
that their children and the children of other na-
tions might live in liberty. Theirs was an act of 
self-sacrifice that clearly proclaimed the hu-
manitarian ideals of their Orthodox Christian 
faith and their ethnic heritage. 

Demonstrating poise under pressure, the 
heroes of that period fought against tyranny 
and delayed the Axis onslaught in the Balkan 
Peninsula. The Greek nation which said ‘‘OXI’’ 
contributed to the eventual downfall of the 
Fascist powers in Europe. 

This year the Hellenic community is cele-
brating another great moment in their history, 

having successfully hosted a magnificent and 
peaceful Olympics at a time when terrorism 
imperils every public gathering. The smallest 
nation to ever host the Olympics, Greeks once 
again showed that they always rise to the oc-
casion. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in saluting the heroes of OXI Day. In their 
brave words and deeds we see all of the high-
est virtues of Hellenic heritage: Passion for 
justice, courage at a time of trial, unity in the 
midst of conflict, and willingness to sacrifice 
one’s life for the good of others. On this day, 
we thank Greece for saying ‘‘OXI.’’
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Mr. MCKEON. Mr. Speaker, on October 9, 
2004, the Los Angeles Police Reserve Foun-
dation will recognize Robert T. ‘‘Tom’’ Flesh 
for his untiring and committed efforts on behalf 
of his community, the county of Los Angeles, 
and the State of California. He will be pre-
sented with the coveted ‘‘Twice A Citizen’’ 
Award for his extraordinary volunteer work, as 
well as his long record of dedicated support 
and service to the law enforcement commu-
nity. 

Tom is the Vice Chairman of the Los Ange-
les County Sheriff’s Youth Foundation, an or-
ganization dedicated to the creation and im-
plementation of effective programs for at-risk 
children and active intervention with their de-
velopment. He also serves on the LA County 
Sheriff’s Office Foundation, and he is on the 
Board of Directors of the Sinai Temple in Los 
Angeles. For many years, he served the West 
Los Angeles Little League as a commission, 
coach, and held offices on the Board of Direc-
tors. In addition, he is a member of the Board 
of Councilors in the School of Gerontology at 
the University of Southern California, the State 
Bar of California, a USC Associate, a member 
of the Los Angeles Business Council and 
many other professional and charitable organi-
zations. 

Mr. Flesh is a Public Member and President 
Emeritus of New Motor Vehicle Board of Cali-
fornia. Tom was originally appointed by former 
Governor Pete Wilson and later reappointed 
by former Governor Gray Davis. Among his 
many accomplishments was the creation of a 
forum for industry manufacturers and dealers 
to dialog and exchange ideas in an effort to 
foster good relations. The forum has received 
national attention and has now been replicated 
in several states. 

Tom’s community leadership began in Los 
Angeles, where he attended local public 
school, graduating from Palisades High School 
and the University of Southern California. 
Later he attended Loyola Law School where 
he graduated with a Juris Doctorate Degree in 
1975. 

Tom started his career with Thrifty Oil Com-
pany, where he rose to the level of senior Vice 
President/General Counsel. Today, he is 
President and CEO of Safety Investment 
Company and Community Asset Management, 
a national real estate acquisition, development 
and management company emphasizing man-

ufactured housing communities. The company 
has been in business since 1989. 

Tom Flesh and his wife, Judy, live in Los 
Angeles. They, along with four children, Dan-
iel, Jacqueline, Jamie and Michelle make com-
munity and civic endeavors a priority in their 
lives. 

Because he exemplifies all that is right with 
our nation’s grassroots volunteer efforts, I am 
pleased to have the opportunity to recognize 
Tom Flesh for his dedication, compassion and 
commitment.
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TRIBUTE TO COLONEL MICHAEL 
SMITH ON HIS RETIREMENT 
FROM THE 440TH AIRLIFT WING 
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OF WISCONSIN 
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Tuesday, October 5, 2004

Mr. KLECZKA. Mr. Speaker, on Saturday, 
October 23, 2004, the 440th Airlift Wing will be 
honoring its Commander, Colonel Michael L. 
Smith, as he enters retirement following an il-
lustrious thirty-three year career in the Air 
Force and Air Force Reserve. 

Growing up in the cornfields of Iowa, Colo-
nel Smith looked to the sky and dreamed of 
flying and serving his country. He pushed him-
self academically and entered United States 
Air Force Academy as a cadet in 1967, distin-
guishing himself as a student in engineering 
management. Following graduation, he at-
tended pilot training, served actively in the Air 
Force for four years, and then transferred to 
the Air Force Reserves where he utilized what 
he learned at the academy by serving as an 
advisor to the director at the Headquarters of 
the Military Airlift Command and Air Force Re-
serves. 

For the past nine years, he has become a 
fixture in Milwaukee as the 440th’s Com-
mander. He has trained his base and troops to 
be ready for any challenge that may come. 
Committed to the Air Force motto, ‘‘integrity 
first, service before self, and excellence in all 
[the members] do,’’ Colonel Smith has shown 
himself to be an embodiment of those core 
values and has expected the same from those 
who serve with him. 

Although Col. Smith is leaving his current 
post, he will continue to serve the men and 
women of the Armed Forces as an Ombuds-
man with the National Committee for Employer 
Support of the Guard and Reserve, ensuring 
that Wisconsin National Guard Members and 
Reservists receive the necessary support from 
their employers. 

The same precision, enthusiasm and skill he 
shows when flying and leading the Airlift Wing 
will be useful when he is pursuing his other 
passions: golf, woodworking and photography 
with his wife Joni, and children, Brett and Abi-
gail. 

It is with both great appreciation and sad-
ness that I join the 440th Airlift Wing, his fam-
ily, and Milwaukee area as a whole in thank-
ing Col. Michael Smith for his 33 years of ex-
emplary service. I wish him all the best in his 
future endeavors.
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